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FOREWORD
“Vineyards and Wines of Romania” offers an outstanding exploration of the country’s wine regions. The four authors, highly regarded amongst their peers for their extensive knowledge on the subject, describe meticulously the multi-faceted wine regions of this intriguing country, where viticulture dates back to Biblical times. 

Without a doubt, this work, organised on a region-by-region basis, will stand as the ultimate reference for both the experts and  consumers interested in discovering the diversity of Romania’s vinous heritage. Each chapter, encompassing history, geology, grape varieties, climate, winemaking and trends, gives a remarkable record of the conscientious research done by the authors.

With some 550,000 acres of vineyards, Romania ranks as the world’s tenth largest wine producer. Although vineyard holdings are highly fragmented, the country is blessed with all the right ingredients to succeed: it enjoys a tapestry of microclimates ideal for viticulture and grows an exciting array of native grape varieties. It also has a long-established culture of producing wines, such as the luscious sweet wine Cotnari, “the Pearl of Moldavia”.

The authors prove to be enthusiastic advocates of Romania, a fascinating country offering contrasting sceneries, from the Carpathian mountains to the water logged Danube Delta named a World Heritage in 1991. After some forty years of Communism, which prevented any outside influence, Romania awaits to be discovered.

This book is a premier, expert, reliable, thorough and complete guide to this captivating wine country.







       Lilyane WESTON
O.I.V.

Circle of Wine Writers

International Federation of
Wine Writers
AUTHOR’S FOREWORD
The thorough study of the Romanian vineyards and wines is one of the objectives of the Research Centre for Oenology of the Iaşi Branch of the Romanian Academy. The study is fully justified by the fact that, after 1990, together with the adoption of a new form of property, viticulture and oenology have undergone unavoidable transformations. However, some of them have not had a positive impact. In order to prevent further negative developments, this book presents an accurate and objective analysis of Romania’s wine growing and making potential that may serve as a guide for specialists both now and in the future.

So far there have been numerous references to the Romanian vineyards and wines, from various concise notes and items of information to vast and complex scientific papers that have thoroughly dealt with particular details. Nevertheless, this is the first major study – whose complexity exceeds that of any other book published so far in this field – that presents, in a harmonious and accurate way, the historical, geographical, environmental aspects, and the particular features that each grape variety displays in the many regions, vineyards, or wine-growing centres all over Romania. 

Although our study is mainly based on field research and direct knowledge of the actual state of facts, acquired after a very long time spent researching bibliographical sources and archives, we may have missed some information or even allowed some errors in this book. This is why we would like to point out that all comments and suggestions from our fellow researchers, as well as from our readers, are welcome and will be greatly appreciated.  

Valeriu D. Cotea




Member of the Romanian Academy

