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There is extensive literature on the RDI system and its role in the
economic development. One may say that this issue is a very trodden path
and little remains to reveal new aspects and trends and have real scientific
contributions to it. But if one tries to place this issue in new contexts and
find various combinations of ideas taken from other scientific domains he
could be quite surprised to find interesting and useful things to deal with the
issue. The study of this issue in the context of new realities and objectives
and the endeavour to combine them with other scientific domains may allow
the researcher to find new aspects and formulate new hypotheses to be
confronted with reality. The combining of new ideas and action may open,
deus ex machina, other knowledge horizons and a new domain of scientific
investigation could emerge. ’

Our concern to avoid the trodden path caused that this topic should be
dealt with in the context of the European integration and of the
interpretation and methodology required by the multidisciplinarity. In this
respect, we have taken into account four fundamental elements that form the
pillars on which our book is based.

1. The first one refers to the interpretation of the RDI mechanisms in
relation to some juridical and economic concepts concerning the public and
private property of the RDI results, the income distribution in a free market
and under conditions of monopoly and semi-monopoly of the RDI results.
This kind of interpretation is meant, on the one hand, to eliminate the
useless controversies and to provide satisfactory explanations of the
differentiated features of the two types of research: the fundamental
(theoretical) one specific to the public property and the applicative (related
to production) one specific to the private property. On the other hand, this
interpretation considers the differentiated implementation of the policy for
the RDI financing by type of research.

2. The second one deals with the new stage of the development of the
EU countries, when the contribution of intangible factors prevails in the
competitiveness increasing. They helps “to direct” the European countries
towards the knowledge-based economy, so that the EU should become very
soon the most competitive economy in the world. Therefore, it implies the
implementation of policies supporting the RDI on a large scale, first by
improving the economic and financial incentives at the EU and member
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country levels, the creation and inclusion of the scientific competences in
the European research networks and the improvement of the scientific and
technological co-operation by extending the system of partnerships and
alliances between the EU companies and non-EU ones.

3. The third refers to higher integration of the EU member countries
into the European research area by the Framework Programmes as a main
tool for three purposes: a) the development and utilization of the RDI
infrastructure and the European scientific and technological competence; b)
the creation and development of strong poles for attracting the European and
non-European scientific and technological competence in an many EU areas
as possible; ¢) RDI increasing impact on the economic growth and the
economic convergence of the EU countries and regions.

4. The fourth one refers to the RDI field as a properly structured
system missing no link, even if it seems margmal Analysing the case of
Romania, one finds out that the whole system is affected if we neglect some
actions such as the RDI quality evaluation and monitoring or some links
such as the scientific information and documentation ones and the research
outcome capitalisation. Romania’s endeavours concerning the institutional
construction in the field and the corresponding compliance with the EU
requirements do not produce satisfactory results (number of approved
patents, international visibility indices, etc.) just because of the lack of the
above links, such as the financing.

The seven chapters of the book are based on the four pillars, which
offer the opportunity for approaching new aspects and ensuring the required
value, as well as the utility for formulating and implementing such policy in
science and economy.




