
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,


I would like to thank you for accepting our invitation to take part in the exhibition entitled “The Persian culture and civilization in Romania”. Organizing this kind of exhibitions is a good opportunity to gather and talk about the aspects of the communion between two countries. First of all, let me express my sincere gratitude to the Romanian Academy for opening this exhibition.


The Iranian nation, culture and civilization is one of the oldest, most deeply rooted and proudest of the world’s nations, cultures and civilizations. Iran is not just the name of a territory, but it’s also the name of a mentality, history and culture that, over the centuries, has had a great influence upon the civilized world, in such a way that even today this in the Western and Eastern cultures and civilization.


Darius, the great king of Iran, represents a memory for dialogue and mutual understanding with the ruler of the Romanian land at that time, 2550 years ago. The Romanian nation had kept god memories of Darius, the great king of iran. In any case, what is important for the great Iranian nation is that the secret of the stability of the ancient Iranian civilization from very old times until know was that our ancestors had made all the efforts for transforming the political empire into a cultural one, and thus opening the way for dialogue with other nations, like the Romanian nation.

Acquaintance to a nation’s history and literature means in fact acquaintance to that nation’s spirit, soul and identity. Studying the cultural and national identity of a community, and laying the foundation for dialogue with them will be helpful, from the same point of view, for the purpose of preparing the way for different cultural relations, such as anthropology, sociology, and for mutual agreement and understanding.

The cultural dialogue through writing of memoirs, translation of historical documents and publication of the famous Iranian poets, has begun a long time ago in Romania, and the names of famous Iranian poets, such as Khayyam, Sa’di, Hafez, Ferdousi and others, are well known in this country. 

The national and spiritual identity of the Romanian and Iranian people, for the preserving of which both peoples have made efforts along their history, is an outstanding example of the connection between the two cultures.

The fact that the poems of Iranian poets such as Khayyam, Hafez, Sa’di have been several times translated and published in Romania and the Romanian people have enjoyed these poems and studied them with love and great interest, and that these poets can be found in most of the private libraries in Romania, is another proof of the cultural connection between the people of Romania and Iran. In other words, here the Iranian culture and civilization is not unfamiliar, but well known to the Romanian people. It is the same in Iran; were most of the Romanian writers, artists and poets are very well known to the Iranian people.

To sum up, the depth and oldness of the valuable Romanian culture, on one hand, and the ancient cultural connections and relations between the two nations on the other, became the reason for organizing this exhibition, with the support of the Romanian Academy. This exhibition consists of old manuscripts referring to Iran’s culture and civilization, and also books translated from Persian into Romanian in the last half of century, books collected and presented by the Library of the Romanian Academy. Most of the books in manuscript are dated 15th  to 19th century.


Once again, I would like to express my appreciation to the Romanian Academy and all of you for your participation. Thank you.

