Sciences and Humanities

The beginning of the activities of the National Foundation for Science and Art in its own home is good news, especially because it indicates that substantial support for its activities is coming from private sources. This means that, notwithstanding economic difficulties, resources can be mobilized from the business sector and_ especially that this sector fully appreciates the importance of creative activities in science and art.

Scientific research in natural sciences generates the data used to develop technologies that, in turn, can improve the volume and quality of products and services all the way from agriculture thorugh industry to medicine. As convincingly documented by history, this process has created all civilizations on record, including our own. Scientific research knows no national or political boundaries and thrives by sustained interactions with researchers and research institutions in other countries.

Basic research in natural sciences should be encouraged by the National Foundation in Romania for two main reasons. The first is that a developing country should be in transition from the condition of beneficiary to that of contributor in generating the scientific data needed for the improvement of our civilization. The second reason is that, ideally, every country should create the conditions required for the full development of the inherent genetic potential of its people. Scientific research is, therefore, broadly based and tends to become global, especially in this era of effective and facile communications.

For art, the situation is, however, quite different. Visual arts and especially written arts are dependent on a specific language. They represent the view of a national or multinational community to the realities of the human conditions at a certain place on earth and a certain period in time. The written arts, the humanities, are the main elements in creating specific cultures that are needed for providing identity and a sense of purpose for every national-political entity.

The National Foundation proposes to pay reverent and effective attention to both hinds of human creative activity; the sciences and the humanities. These purposes are not mutually exclusive. They should be, in fact, nurtured together because they can reinforce, each other.
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