At the Beginning of the Road

A new foundation is opening its doors today: The National Science and Art Foundation. Some will perhaps skeptically wonder if besides the thousands, more or less cultural, post-revolutionary associations and foundations already existing in Romania, another new one is needed to put science and art together. We think there is a need of a new Foundation, with a wide, national and international opening and with a program that should bring into the same intellectual space the outstanding personalities from both humanities and life sciences. Is this reunion and collaboration possible? Not only is it possible, but now, at the threshold of the third millennium, it is quite necessary. Modern and postmodern life is built on the principle of communicating vessels. The philosopher can no longer ignore in his speculations the conquests of biology or modem physics; even modern theology, associates, as some scholars say, traditional hermeneutics with the discoveries of quantum physics. It is certain that, today, science is an essential form of culture, and that the still frequent association „science and culture" is rather a tautology. In the informational society which the post modem world is about to enter, „ the hard sciences" (as I have noticed that they are called), can no longer ignore what we might call the dimension of contemporary humanism; the humanities („ soft sciences " - in the already quoted terminology) are seeking for support in territories that so far seemed to be entirely hostile...
Some time ago, I listened to the speeches of two eminent scientists and Nobel Prize laureates, George E. Palade, and Ilya Prigogine, on their disciplines and on the present condition of the researcher. I was amazed to find out that, each in his own way, got to metaphysics, and did not conceive the act of reaserch in itself without the cultural (humanistic) dimension. As a matter of fact, Ilya Prigogine has a PhD in philosophy (more exactely, in philosophy as well), and the Romanian George E. Palade, the honorary President of our Foundation, talked in an admirable way about the values of art and the formation of the performant researcher in a world in which, once again, the individuals are doomed to communicate...
We start, therefore, in this alliance, with a program that is trying, among other things, to support fundamental research by means of individual or group competitive grants, to award fellowships for training in the country or abroad (including young people from other countries who would like to study in Romania), to print books and journals, to organize colloquia and prepare studies; finally, the National Science and Art Foundation intends to play in the present Romanian cultural life, the role held by the Royal Foundations headed by the unforgettable Alexandru Rosetti in the inter-war period: a promoting and stabilizing role for the Romanian intellectual and moral values. The new foundation will function under the aegis of the Romanian Academy, and tends to gather around it all those who are firmly convinced that - as young Mihail Kogălniceanu wrote 160 years ago - ,,people whose intellectual requirements are revealed, will turn into a great nation; on the contrary, the people whose needs are stifled will become a brutish nation, that will return to its primary wild state ".
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