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                                       ABSTRACT

              The 20th century dealt with two periods regarding the development of the ethnological disciplines. The first half of the century was dominated by many strong personalities, who published numerous ethnographical and folklore studies and thus they prepared the second period that lasted until 1990. Between 1950 and 1990, there were written essential studies, that contain concepts used also today with the meaning they were given then. After 1990, there has begun another period, one open to collaboration with ethnologists from other countries.

           Those who collected, published, interpretted, theorized the folk culture phenomena in the first half of the 20th century were numerous and their contribution in the field, from both quality and quantity point of view, was rich. That is why a thesis dealing with this period was considered necessary.

              From those who brought their contribution to the development of the ethnological disciplines, we chose outstanding figures for folklore as well as for ethnography.

              The thesis has two parts. The first consists in bio-bibliographical syntheses, trying to outline the dominant figures of the period. The second part is in fact a little dictionary of words, both technical and folk, specific to the ethnological disciplines. Such a thematic dictionary can be useful for specialists, as well as for those who are just interested in the matter, due to a rich content of processed information and also to the accesible language used for defining and explaining the items. It can easily become an instrument for fast informing. 

              The scholars presented in the first part of the thesis created trends, even “schools” in the field, surrounding themselves by many disciples. We chose the most representative figures of the “philological trend”, “sociological trend” and also others who cannot be included into these two tendencies, which dominated the first half of the 20th century. 

             The philological trend had many followers. Some of them created or were disciples of the Philological School from Bucharest or Ov. Densusianu’s School, named this way after its most important figure (Ovid Densusianu, Ion Aureliu Candrea, Tache Papahagi), while others followed their own way (Dumitru Caracostea, Petru Caraman, Nicolae Cartojan).  We have also presented the other “school” which had an important contribution to the developing of the ethnological disciplines, the Ethnographical School from Cluj (George Vâlsan and Romulus Vuia). The sociological trend in Romania was also represented by a “school”, the Sociological School from Bucharest (Mircea Vulcănescu, Traian Herseni, Henri H. Sthal, Constantin Brăiloiu, George Breazul, Ernest Bernea, ş.a.), also known as D. Gusti’s School, after its initiator and theorist. From those scientists who could not been included into any “schools” or trends, we chose Nicolae Iorga, Teodor Pamfile and Artur Gorovei, first for the originality of his ideas, and the last two for the publishing of the magazines “Ion Creangă” and “Şezătoarea” and also for their collections.  

             From the beginning, for a better view about these asholars, we considered important to give some bio-bibliographical information about them and then to present their main ideas and theories and not at last their terminological contributions in the field. This way, we have tried, on one hand, to follow the rules of drawing up a scientific work, and, on the other hand, to pay respect to those who worked in order to enrich the knowledge in the field. There were pointed out the tematical categories, having in view the defining of the ethnological disciplines, the methodology, and also representations of cultural phenomena. There were presented the stages the cultural phenomena followed: the way they entered the scientific circuit starting from the folk information, the way they got stable steady and meanings, the way they were analysed and interpretted by the scientists who dominated this period. 

             Regarding the lack of any comments with ethnomusicological character, we have to specify that such an approach needs specialized grounding, which is not the case of the author of this thesis. That is why we have tackled only the literary message of the texts.

              The terminology of the dictionary from the second part of the thesis is not homogenous from the semantic point of view. Thus, the little dictionary contains theoretical terminology used in the studies which tackled the ethnological disciplines, because, in these works, there are defined key notions for the understanding of the object of the disciplines. The selection criteria for gathering the words in little the dictionary were their frequency and their stability.
               As we have already mentioned, this thesis is based on the published information. The bibliography we have consulted was limitted only by the impossibility to access  some sources of information. Thus, we do not assert that we have used up the subject. 
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