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1: StithThompson*: 
Bloomington, Waltraut 
Werner-Künzig & Johannes 
Künzig: Freiburg 
(FL 1914/31/44424) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2: Karel C. Peeters**: Anvers 

(FL 1913/29/44405) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* also noticeable in the presidium’s photos of the Congress opening: REF/JEF 1-2/2016: 195, 1-2/2023: 217. 
** also presidium member, commissions leader, session moderator: REF/JEF 1-2/2016: 195, 1-2/2018: 318, 1-2/ 
2021: 223, 1-2/ 2023: 217, 270, 1-2/2024: 176, 264. 
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3: Micheline Galley: Paris, Krishna Deva Upadhyaya*, 
Germina Comanici (FL 1913/37/44417) 

4: Micheline Galley, Ghizela Sulițeanu** 
(FL 1920/19/44562) 

5: Lia Vasilescu, Max Lüthi***, Lutz Röhrich***†: 
Freiburg (FL 1919/35/44565)  

6: Lutz Röhrich (FL 1919/32/44443) 

 

7: Hanni Markel***††: Cluj, K.D. Upa-
dhaya, G. Comanici (FL 1913/34/44412) 
 

* paper & photos in REF/JEF 1-2/2020: 276-
281, 243, 1-2/2021: 247. ** text & photo in REF/JEF 1-2/2020: 301-326, 1-2/2023: 200. *** also seen in REF/ 
JEF 1-2/2023: 230. ***† author of a political joke which made the salt-&-pepper of the Congress, his paper is 
unpublishable today (explaining details follow). ***†† also seen in REF/JEF 1-2/2021: 223. 
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MMB Editorial Note 
Due to time damage (too many faded mauve lines and paragraphs), generating an illegible aspect of the 
physical paper, Röhrich’s presentation is among the few that cannot be published as facsimile. In the 
Program it is titled Versuch einer Systematik von Schwank und Witz (Attempting a Systematizing of 
Anecdotes and Jokes), and the left behing text is on 5+34 pages. A careful reading and retyping of all 
the pages could restore the text content, yet this would also annul the particular character of this 
publishing work. However, both the few 1969 survivors and the academic folklore repertoire could not 
forget that, speaking about political jokes, Röhrich also told one that revolted the „Soviet delegation”. 
Its members rose up from the chairs and left the auditorium, then threatened to abandon the Congress. 
It was Mihai Pop who intervened (everybody remembered), some excuses were presented (just some 
fellows recollected), and all the Russians/Soviets cooled down and stayed for the entire program. In 
Röhrich’s paper I could not identify any fragment mentioning that trouble-making joke. That was 
certainly a spontaneous inspiration and adaptation of the oral briefing of Röhrich’s large classification 
work, and I prefer to render it here in accordance to the folk-like narrative remembering in which it was 
communicated to me by Rolf W. Brednich on November 28, 2020: „The author was Lutz Roehrich, my 
PhD-adviser (German Doktorvater). His lecture was about political jokes. One of his examples was a 
so-called Eriwan-joke. These were very popular at that time. Eriwan was a fictitious radio program to 
which you could send in questions about politics and the answers were always hilarious with the line 
In principle./ Here is the joke as I recall it:/ Question to Radio Eriwan: Is it true that our great cosmonaut 
Jurij Gagarin has received a new VW after returning back from space to Moscow?/ Answer: In principle 
yes. But it was not our great cosmonaut Jurij Gagarin, but our comrade Oleg Gagarin./ It was not in 
Moscow, but in Siberia./ And it was not a VW, but a pushbike./ It was not given to him, but it was 
stolen from him./ I think even during Roehrich’s paper, the Russian delegation left the auditorium and 
threatened to leave the conference. It was Mihai Pop who appeased them and they later resumed 
participating.” The archived text of Röhrich does contain two „Gagarin jokes”, both about the astronaut 
himself (Gagarin’s wife waiting in the shopping queue longer than her husband going round the Earth 
two times, Gagarin + „Chrusischow”), but there is no joke mentioning Eriwan and that particular yes-
but-not dialogue. Röhrich’s presentation was only summarizing something form the large content of 
his paper, and the Eriwan-Gagarin joke was definitely told in the Congress à l’improviste. 

 
 
8: Lutz 
Röhrich* 
(FL 1916/ 
28/44442) 
 
 
 

9: 
Siegfried 
Neumann 
(FL 1920/ 
16/44585) 

 
 
 
 

* also seen in 
REF/JEF 1-2/ 
2021: 224, 
225, 1-2/2022: 
277. 
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10: Hannjost Lixfeld*: Freiburg 
(FL 1919/11/44548) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* several photos in JEF/REF 1-2/2021: 223, 224. 
 

 
11: Hannjost Lixfeld, Alan Dundes**, 
Mr. & Mrs. D.J. Crowley*** 
(FL 1913/20/44425) 
 
 
** text & pics in REF/JEF 1-2/2016: 233-245, 
1-2/2021: 224. *** text & pics in REF/JEF 1-2/ 
2019: 199-206, 189, 1-2/2021: 224, 1-2/2024: 
178. 
 

 
12: H. Lixfeld, Ernst Heinrich 
Rehermann, Günther Petschel: all 
from Freiburg (FL 1917/33/44505) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
13: Günther Petschel, Marianne Rumpf: 
West Berlin, Lutz Röhrich 
(FL 1917/23/44488) 
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14: father André Louis*: Tunis, Gisela Burde-
Schneidewind: Berlin, Germina Comanici: 
Bucharest (FL 1918/39/44480) 
 

15. Pavel Ruxăndoiu: Bucharest 
(FL 1917/14/44492) 

 
16: André Louis, Gisela Burde-Schneidewind, G. 
Comanici, closest to the right: Micheline Galley 
(FL 1919/1/44566) 
 

 
 
 

17: André Louis (FL 1914/32/44481) 
 
 
* also visible in 4th photo of REF/JEF 1-2/2019: 183; his paper, Contes moraux à personnages animaux dans le 
centre et le sud de la Tunisie, was not found. 
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Pt. pagini cu albitură (= final de texte Ruxăndoiu + Neumann): tot câte 2 buc, 
următoarele poze se pun în josul pag. sub o linie orizontală, neagră, subțire):

18: Viktor Sidelnikov* 
(FL 1918/21/44466) 

19: Thomas Sebeok**: Bloomington
(FL 1913/28/44403) 

* also seen in REF/JEF 1-2/2024: 176. ** also seen in REF/JEF 1-2/2021: 222, 1-2/2022: 277; announced in the 
Program as Semiotic Hierarchies, his paper was not found.

20: Lutz Röhrich, Max Lüthi (FL 1914/34/44428)

21: Mihai Pop: Bucharest, ? (FL 1920/10/44545)
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21: Mihai Pop: Bucharest, ? (FL 1920/10/44545)
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